7th Grade Integrated Science
Mrs. Howell, Room E203, terry.howell@canyonsdistrict.org 
Phone: 801-826-6880

Team Website: https://sites.google.com/site/butlerteampolarbear/home
Class Website: www.howellsscience.weebly.com
Best Contact Hours-Before and after school

  Prep Period: 5th period
Scope: Science is a process for gaining knowledge and understanding of the natural world.  This course covers an array of topics that will focus on STRUCTURE.  They will include the structure of atoms and matter, the Earth’s structure, the structure for life (cells and organ systems), structure for future life (genetics), and structure for logically grouping living things (classification system).
This year we will also be introducing the new STEM program (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math).  In 7th grade, we will do projects related to forensics and genetically modified organisms using the STEM format.

General Expectations:  Your team teachers will strive to build a culture of responsibility and accountability with adherence to Butler’s GREAT expectations. 
Supplies: Due Tues., Aug. 27th
· 2 pocket folder to organize the Interactive Notebook that WILL BE LEFT IN CLASS
· Loose leaf paper
· Pencil and pen  
· School Planner (provided by the school)
Learning Activities:
Starters:  Every class begins with a starter to help students begin studying daily topics as soon as the bell rings.  Starters will be graded as an assignment
Assignments:  Students are expected to produce QUALITY work 100% complete in a timely manner.
     
Science Folder:  Students will organize all science materials in their science folder and keep in class except when studying for tests.  Folders will be graded weekly.  

   

Planners:  Students are expected to bring planners to every class daily and use planners to record daily class activities, homework, and important events.  Students will receive rewards for completing planners properly.  If Planners are not completed when assigned, students will not be allowed to make them up except in the case of excused absences.   

Labs:  Students are expected to complete labs in a safe manner and clean up their materials afterwards.  Students will do a full write up on each lab in their Interactive notebook.   Unsafe behavior during a lab will result in student(s) completing a safety intervention assignment prior to returning to the lab, a drop in citizenship, and a phone call home.  Students who are asked to complete a safety intervention assignment will need to make up missed lab work after school.
Make up/Late Work: Except under special circumstances, no makeup or late work will be accepted after late work deadlines. 
Late Work Deadlines

· 09/20/13

· 10/25/13

· 12/20/13

· 01/31/14

· 02/21/14

· 04/11/14

· 05/23/14

Re-Do/Re-Takes:  Starters and Planners cannot be redone. If your first attempt at any other learning activity does not accurately portray the level of mastery that you wish to receive; show proof of practice then re-submit the assignment or test.  
Reworks without appropriate proof of practice attached will not be graded.

Extra Credit may be awarded based on teacher discretion, but will reflect mastery and participation. 
Grading Procedures & Grading Scale:  Grades will be based on student performance during learning activities and will show mastery of the content.  Grades will be reflected as follows:           
 
60% Assessments
          40% Practice/Planners/Starters
Tardiness and Attendance:  Students are expected to be in their seat at the tardy bell.  
Absences:  Students are required to make up work missed due to excused absences.  In the event of an excused absence students will need to:

1. Check the Teachers Interactive notebook and absent work file for missed work.

2. Copy notes and planners from a classmate or website.

3. Turn in assignments that were due the date of absence(s) upon return.

Meet with teacher within 2 days of return to arrange a time to make up starters, labs, 
tests, or assignments. Labs must be made up within one week of the absence. 

Honesty in Work Completion:  
Student work should reflect learning and mastery of the individual.  Therefore all work should be unique and completed by the individual.  When working in groups all students are expected to contribute equally and turn in their own assignments.  Students will receive individual grades for group projects based on their contribution.  Copying of ANYTHING other than notes and planners is considered cheating and will result in a zero for the assignment for all parties 
involved. Using unauthorized materials or talking during testing will be considered cheating.
Citizenship:  Citizenship will be based on attendance, tardies, participation, and class behavior.  Students will receive citizenship points for being on task, prepared, on time, and participating in class discussions.  Students will lose citizenship points for off task and/or disruptive behavior.

                   H = Honors
                   S = Satisfactory
                   N = Needs Improvement

                   U = Unsatisfactory
Rewards for abiding by disclosure document:
· Learn more and enjoy learning more
· Positive classroom environment

· Good citizenship and academic grades
· Develop responsibility
· GREAT cards

· Polar Bear of the Week award

· Class rewards
Consequences:                                              

· Verbal Warning                               

· Think Time/ Time out
· Discipline Assignment
· Student/ Teacher Conference            

· Parent phone call                          

· Referral to Administration
Other Class info: 
Much of your class information, including a class schedule, class notes, worksheets, labs and study guides can be found on the class website.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE DISCLOSURE QUIZ and information sheet WITH YOUR PARENTS AND RETURN IT BY FRIDAY, AUG. 22nd. 

Please be aware.  I often ask students to use personal wireless devices (cellphones, IPADS, IPODS) to do research, collect data, time experiments etc. in class.  They are not required to have these devices. 
QUIZ-CIRCLE THE LETTER OF THE BEST ANSWER.
1. Which supplies do you need for Mrs. Howell’s Science class?

a. None

b. Writing utensils (pencil, pen)
c. Loose leaf paper and 2 pocket folder
d. Both b and c

2.  When are the above class materials due?

a. Tuesday, August 27th
b. By the end of the year

c. Tomorrow

d. They’re optional
3. The school wide policy for tardies states what?  

a. If I’m in the room when the bell rings, then I’m on time.
b. If my stuff is in the room when the bell rings, then I’m on time.
c. If I’m in my seat before the bell rings then I’m on time.

d. It doesn’t matter because Mrs. Howell has her own tardy policy.
4. If you wish to redo an assignment or retake a test that you received low points on, when does it need to be reworked and turned in by?

a. By the end of the quarter

b. By the late work deadline

c. By the unit test

d. Re-works are not allowed
5. What does cheating consist of? (In any classroom)

a. Copying anything other than notes or planners.

b. Letting someone else copy my work.

c. Giving someone else the answers for assignment or test.

d. Using unauthorized materials on a test or talking during testing
e. Any of the above
6. Why do I ask that late and reworks be turned in by a certain time?

a. Because re-working assignments should help students attain mastery on unit tests, not just increase their grades.
b. So that students don’t procrastinate

c. To ensure quality work

d. All of the above
7. If you are to retake a test that you did not meet mastery on, what are the steps that need to be completed in order to retake it.
a. Schedule a time to retake the test

b. Provide proof that you have prepared for the retake

c. Both of the above

8. When do these steps need to be completed by in order to retake your test?

a. Within two weeks of the date my test is passed back

b. By the late work deadline

c. Within two days of the date my test is passed back

d. I am not allowed to retake tests
9. What is the breakdown of your grade in this class?  
a. 60% Tests/quizzes, 40% Practice/Planners/Starters
b. 30% Tests/quizzes, 60% Labs, 10% Practice/Planners/Starters
c. 10% Tests/quizzes, 30% Labs, 60% Practice/Planners/Starters
d. 40% Tests/quizzes, 60% Labs
10. What do you need to do if you are absent?
a. Nothing, I’m excused from all work that I miss if my absence is excused.  
b. Check the absent work folder and Teacher’s Interactive Notebook for missed work, copy notes and planners from a classmate or website.
c. Turn in assignments that were due the date of absence(s) upon return.
d. Meet with teacher within 2 days of return to arrange a time to make up starters, labs, tests, or assignments that you need help with.
e. b, c, and d
11. If I am absent on the due date of an assignment, how long do I have to turn it in?

a. One week

b. The day I return

c. Until the end of the quarter
12. What are the consequences for inappropriate and/or unsafe lab behavior?

a. A decrease in citizenship

b. A discipline assignment

c. A phone call home

d. A zero on the lab until it is made up after school

e. All of the above
PLEASE FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING CONTACT INFORMATION.  THANK YOU!

	
	Parent
	Student

	Name
	
	

	Phone Number
	
	xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

	E-mail
	
	

	Birthday
	xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
	

	Allergies
	xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
	


Your signature below states you understand the class policies and will follow them in order to ensure that every student in your class has a right to learn; definitely you! 

Student signature: ______________________________________  Date: _______________

Your student has read and discussed Ms. Howell’s class policies.  Your signature below states that you have also read and understand these policies. 
Parent signature: _______________________________________  Date: _______________

Admin. Approved____________________________

